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The CA Dream Act

The CA Dream Act was authored by Assembly 
Member Gil Cedillo

• In 2001 AB 540 passed

• In 2011 AB 131 passed

• In 2014 AB 2000 passed
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Dream App Awards

Dream Act Applicants may qualify for:

• Entitlement Cal Grants A & B

• Cal Grant C

• Middle Class Scholarship

• Chafee Grant



Making education beyond high school financially accessible to all Californians.

Student Aid Commission
California

Just the Facts

Dream Act 

Applicants

CG Award

Offers

Paid 

Recipients
Paid Rate

2014/2015 7,852 5,168 66%

2015/2016 8,211 2,433 30%*

*As of 10/9/15. 



Making education beyond high school financially accessible to all Californians.

Student Aid Commission
California

Just the Facts

Dream Act 

Applicants
CSU UC

Total MCS

Award

Offers

2014/2015 416 25 441

2015/2016 285 20 305*

*As of 10/14/15. 



Making education beyond high school financially accessible to all Californians.

Student Aid Commission
California

Dream Act 
Criteria



Making education beyond high school financially accessible to all Californians.

Student Aid Commission
California

Who is a Dreamer?

 A student who meets 
the requirements of 
AB 540

 Not FAFSA eligible
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Who is the California Dream 
Act Application for?

AB 540 requirements:

 CA HS 3 years or equivalent 
credit

 Graduate CA HS or equivalent

 Attend qualifying CA college 

 Complete affidavit (if applicable)
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Who is Not A Dreamer?

Temporary
Nonimmigrant Visa

Holders

(F, J, H, L, A, B, C, 

D, E, etc.) 
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The “U” Visa is the Exception

• The U visa provides eligible victims with 
nonimmigrant status to temporarily remain 
in the US while assisting law enforcement 

• Student does not file the Affidavit
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Does Robert meet AB 540 
eligibility requirements?

 Enrolled at a 
Community College

 Arrived in CA at 16 
and attended a CA 
high school for 2 years 

 Passed the GED at 18

 Undocumented
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Dream Act 
Applicant 

Challenges
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The Challenges of a Dreamer

• Don’t know what application 
to complete

• Filled out wrong application

• Afraid to Register for 
Selective Service

• Could be eligible for Dream 
Act one year, FAFSA the next
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Start with the Dream App
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Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA)

• Federal program that 
protects young 
undocumented applicants 
from deportation

• Issues SSN cards valid for 
work only

• Program has specific 
criteria applicants must 
meet 

http://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/consideration-deferred-action-childhood-
arrivals-process/frequently-asked-questions

http://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/consideration-deferred-action-childhood-arrivals-process/frequently-asked-questions


Making education beyond high school financially accessible to all Californians.

Student Aid Commission
California

What do you do if you find 
out a student filled out a 
FAFSA with a DACA SSN?

Email Institutional Support
schoolsupport@csac.ca.gov
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Dream/FAFSA Renewals

 Last year awarded via 
Dream Application

 This year FAFSA eligible

 Call Institution Support
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Register with 
Selective Service

ATTENTION, UNDOCUMENTED MALES 
& IMMIGRANT SERVICING GROUPS!

The Selective Service System has not now, or in the past, collected 
or shared any information which would indicate a man's immigration 
status, either documented or undocumented. The Selective Service 
System has no authority to collect such information, has no use for 

it, and it is irrelevant to the registration requirement. Consequently, 
there is no immigration data to share with anyone.

You want to protect yourself for future U.S. citizenship and 
other government benefits and programs by registering with 

Selective Service. Do it today.
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Treating the Same
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Key Points

• Students must meet AB 
540 requirements and not 
be a citizen or eligible non-
citizen

• Encourage students to start 
with a Dream Application

• Dreamers experience 
challenges 
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Dream Act 
Application
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Financial Aid Consideration

• Dream Application 
gathers same data as 
the FAFSA

• Campuses can use the 
application to determine 
eligibility for other aid
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CA Dream Act Enhancements

• Adjusted landing page layout

• Improved resources page

• Clarified determination logic questions

• Revised help text in application
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NEW Resources Page
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Verification
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Dream Act Verification

 CSAC randomly selects 
20% of completed Dream 
applications for income 
verification.

 Only awarded students 
are selected for 
verification.



Making education beyond high school financially accessible to all Californians.

Student Aid Commission
California

How Do You Know?
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Who Verifies AB 540 
eligibility?

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://www.jewishjournal.com/opinion/item/attempted_divestment_at_ucsb_and_the_bds_machine&ei=fd1HVLmPAeebigKcy4DwCQ&bvm=bv.77880786,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNHreXIZ8apLUJ-I_G25bIJn3qCeZw&ust=1414082301356475
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://www.jewishjournal.com/opinion/item/attempted_divestment_at_ucsb_and_the_bds_machine&ei=fd1HVLmPAeebigKcy4DwCQ&bvm=bv.77880786,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNHreXIZ8apLUJ-I_G25bIJn3qCeZw&ust=1414082301356475
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All Dreamers Confirmed:  

 Students meet AB 540 criteria

 Males 18 to 25 Registered for 
Selective Service

Selected for Verification:  

 20% randomly selected

 Income Verification



Making education beyond high school financially accessible to all Californians.

Student Aid Commission
California

Best Practice for AB 540 
Verification

• UC Berkeley

• Coincide deadlines

• Good working relationships with other 
departments

• Train student workers

• San Joaquin Delta CC

• Snail mail vs. email…which is more effective?

• Increase in awards
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Key Points

• 20% of all Dream Applicants are randomly 
selected for income verification

• Financial Aid Office typically verifies

• Explore best practices at your college if the 
AB 540 verification is slowing down award 
payments
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The WebGrants 
System
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WebGrants for Schools

 WebGrants Home Page https://webgrants.csac.ca.gov

 www.csac.ca.gov Look for “WebGrants” in 

the “High Schools” tab

 Download WebGrants Access Request 

forms 

 CSAC Technology Help Desk 

(888) 294-0148 or 

csachelpdesk@csac.ca.gov

https://webgrants.csac.ca.gov/
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Where would you find a list 
of your students?
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Verifying High School 
Graduation Date

High School Grad Date Verification Options

Yes - Graduated on 5/2014
Yes - Graduated on a Diff Date
No – Not Graduated
Put Back to On-Hold
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How can you find your awarded 
Dream App students?
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CA Dream Act ISIR Search

Search for students 
who completed a  
Dream Act Application

• Dream Act ID

• Student First Name

• Student Last Name

• Student DOB

• Email Address

• Student School 
Name/City

Use Dream ID, if 
you have it

Must enter 
info in 2 
fields
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CA Dream Act ISIR Search

• Make Corrections to 
student application

• Update 
Income/Assets after 
verification process

• Request Dependency 
Override

• View Confirmation 
page

• View Cal SAR report
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CA Dream Act ISIR Corrections

• Make Corrections to student application

• Update Income/Assets after verification process

• Request Dependency Override

• View Confirmation page

• View Cal SAR report
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CA Dream Act ISIR Corrections

Correct = Make corrections to application

Confirmation View = Notification of action needed

Cal Sar Report = List of transactions
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Cal SAR Report

• Once correction is made, a new transaction 
will be created 

• All information listed below can also be seen 
by student 
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Resources & 
Communications
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List-Serv Subscription
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Webinars
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On Demand Modules



Making education beyond high school financially accessible to all Californians.

Student Aid Commission
California

Online Training Materials in WebGrants
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Best
Practices
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Thank You 
for Attending!

Institutional  Support 
is available at:

1-888-294-0153
or

schoolsupport@csac.ca.gov


